COMMUNICATIONS

May 22,

IF ANYONE WERE looking for an example of the way in
which science has outpaced man's capacity to use it wisely, this
week offered a rich field for study. We had the Unesco report
which revealed the rapid growth of press, radio, cinema and
television all over the world. Next we had the discovery of 40
mikes in the American Embassy in Moscow, and the row over
the tape recording of Dingle Foot's consultations with Dr
Banda, We heard about tiny closed-circuit television cameras,
micro-miniature radio transmitters, and Laser beams for out-
door eavesdropping at long range. The world has developed
the most fantastic techniques for communication and still
doesn't know how to communicate effectively,

To start with, our coverage of foreign news is appallingly
inadequate. The handling of the Aden crisis by the press and
television has been of the crudest kind. It is easy to see why
the Government wants to build it up this way for its own
political advantage. But it is harder to see why there has been
so little attempt to present the Arab case on Aden. All the
material is there and yet the presentation of the arguments has
been almost entirely one-sided. You cannot have an informed
public opinion unless they are given access to the facts.

This is equally true of other countries. America is now a
prisoner of its own mythology about Cuba and the real danger
there in the next few months will arise from the presidential
campaign rather than from anything that Dr Castro is likely
to do. Similarly, both the Russians and the Chinese have be-
come prisoners of the publk opinion that they have created for
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